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or a sim ilar la w of another j u risdiction," nother va gue
statement in the law , " or i s no t cu r r en t l y a d j ud g e d m e n t a l l y
incompetent.' And this is a concern to the she riff's o ffice.
This is wh a t th ey tell me Curr ently, law enforcement cannot
get access to information on persons committed to mental health
f ac i l i t i e s . A l o t o f t h i s i s du e t o e x i st i n g HI P A A l aw s , a nd
H IPAA i s . . .I'd have to ask Senator Jensen, I always forget what
that acronym is, but that's the federal governing law for health
issues, particularly in institutions. And so what they said is
t hat t h e y ' l l h av e t o en d u p on a n h on o r s y s t e m , as k i n g p e o p l e t o
d isclose this information, and they don't be lieve t hat w il l
work. They also have concerns about denying a permit and having
it appealed to district court. The r e is immunity in this law
f or t h e sh e r i f f f o r i s su i n g a pe r m i t t o s om e on e who ca u se s an
injury to ano ther pe rson or k ills an other person from that
person's family, or others who might want to come back on the
s heri f f f or i ssu i ng t he p e r m i t . So , dep e n d ing o n how you l o o k
a t t h a t , t h a t ' s a g o o d t h i n g o r no t a g oo d t h i n g i f y ou ' r e a
victim, and maybe if you' re the sheriff and you have to run for
election it's a little difficult too. But let me talk about the
f i r e f i g h t e r s an d t h e E M S p e r s o n n e l , wh i ch i s a n o t h er se c t i o n o f
t hi s b i l l f o r wh i ch t h e r e i sn ' t i mm u n i t y g r an t e d . An d wh at I ' m
hearing about that is that emergency service personnel and fire
personnel are put at undue risk and it requires them, first, to
determine if the person has a concealed. . . i s a c on c e a l e d wea p o n
carrier permitted, which is more...I mean when they' re dealing
in this situation they have to figure out what they' re going to
do with the gun and what they do with the person, and whether to
g ive t he g u n b ac k t o t he p e r s on . The y h av e t o d e t e r m ine i f t he
weapon needs to be secure or, if the person. . .weapon p o se s a
threat to themselves or others, they have to secure the weapon.
T hey have t o ma i n t a i n c o n t r o l of t he w e apon du r i n g t r ea t ment a n d
t ranspor t i f l aw en f o r c ement i s n o t ava i l ab l e . They have t o ,
and th i s i s a ver y di f f i cul t one , . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR THOMPSON: . . . t hey h ave t o d e t e r m ine i f t he per s o n i s
m ental l y . . . l et m e r e a d t h e e x ac t w o rd s They ha v e t o d e te r m i ne ,
t hi s i s an EMS f i r e pe r son n e l , i f t he per mi t ho l der i a
physica l l y and m e n t a l ly r a p ab l n o f po s s e ss ing t h e h a ndgun Now
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